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most people do not live up to their faith now; neither
did they in the Middle Ages.

Has not modern philosophy, again, shown both more
strength and acuteness, and also more faith, than the
ancient ? I speak of the main current. Those ancient
thinkers who reduced the Supreme Being to a negation,
with all their subtlety, wanted strength, and settled
questions by an easier test than that of modern philo-
sophy. The merit of a modern metaphysician is, like
that of a good chemist or naturalist, accurate observation
in noting the facts of mind. Is there a contradiction in
the idea of creation ? Is there a contradiction in the
idea of a personal Infinite Being ? He examines his
own mind, and if he does not see one, he passes the
idea. But the ancient speculators decided, without
examination of the true facts of mind, by a kind of
philosophical fancy; and, according to this loose criterion,
the creation of matter and a personal Infinite Being
were impossibilities, for they mistook the inconceivable
for the impossible. And thus a stringent test has
admitted what a loose but capricious test discarded, and
the true notion of God has issued safe out of the crucible
of modern metaphysics. Reason has shown its strength,
but then it has turned that strength back upon itself; it
has become its own critic ; and in becoming its own
critic it has become its own check.

If the belief, then, in a personal Deity lies at the
bottom of all religious and virtuous practice, and if the
removal of it would be a descent for human nature, the
withdrawal of its inspiration and support, and a fall in its
whole standard ; the failure of the very breath of moral
life in the individual and in society; the decay and